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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hunter et al. (US 
2003/0069002). 

2. With respect to Claim 1 : Hunter discloses the use of a method of occupants of a physical 
area during an emergency event (see abstract), the method comprising: 

a. identifying the emergency event (Paragraph 0052); and 

b. activating a response plan based on the identified emergency event (the examiner 
considers the contacting scheme of Hunter to be the response plan, as well as the exit 
strategies, Paragraphs 0052, 0122, 0131 and 0132), 

c. wherein the activating step includes: initiating at least one response operation for 
the response plan (Paragraph 0036); selecting an occupant of the physical area based on a 
location of the emergency event (Paragraphs 0052, 0053 and 0131); and providing 
instructions to the occupant based on the emergency event (Paragraphs 0122, 0131 and 
0133). 

3. With respect to Claim 2: Hunter discloses defining the response plan (Paragraph 0019). 

4. With respect to Claim 3: Hunter discloses the activating step further includes: obtaining a 
response from the occupant and initiating at least one additional response operation based on the 
response (Paragraphs 0054-0056). 
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5. With respect to Claim 4: Hunter discloses defining a hierarchical representation for the 
physical area; and associating the occupant with at least one area node in the hierarchical 
representation, wherein the occupant is selected based on the emergency event and the at least 
one associated area node (Paragraphs 0052, 0053 and 0131). 

6. With respect to Claim 5 : Hunter discloses obtaining user information for a user; obtaining 
location information for a location for the user; and associating the user information with an area 
node that corresponds to the location information (Paragraphs 0024 and 0056). 

7. With respect to Claim 6: Hunter discloses comparing the location information with at 
least one existing area node; and creating a new area node when the at least one existing area 
node does not match the location information (Hunter discloses updating the node information, 
Paragraph 0052-0054, it should also be pointed out that this limitation is a conditional limitation, 
that if the location matches with an area node, then a new node is not created, this step only 
happens if and when there is no match, therefore if there is already a match this step is not 
required for the claim to be anticipated). 

8. With respect to Claim 7: See Hunter, Paragraph 0052-0054. 

9. With respect to Claim 8: See Hunter, Paragraph 0056. 

10. With respect to Claim 9: See Hunter, Paragraph 0119. 

1 1 . With respect to Claims 10 and 16: Hunter discloses a system for evacuating an occupant 
of a physical area during an emergency event (see abstract) and a computer program product 
code which causes the system to perform the steps, the system comprising: 

d. Means for identifying the emergency event (Paragraph 0052); 
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e. means for automatically informing the occupant of the emergency event 
(Paragraph 0122); 

f. means for obtaining a location of the occupant (Paragraph 0056); 

g. means for obtaining an evacuation status of the occupant (Paragraph 0078); and 

h. means for providing instructions to the occupant based on at least one of the 
emergency event, the location, and the evacuation status (Paragraphs 0047, 0049 and 
0076). 

12. With respect to Claim 1 1 : Hunter discloses a means for communicating between the 
occupant and a responder (Paragraph 0036). 

13. With respect to Claim 12: Hunter discloses means for providing instructions to a 
responder based on at least one of the emergency event, the location, and the evacuation status of 
the occupant (Paragraph 0078). 

14. With respect to Claim 13: See Hunter, Paragraph 0019, 0052, 0122, 0131 and 0132. 

15. With respect to Claims 14 and 15: See Hunter, Paragraphs 0054-0056. 

16. With respect to Claim 17: See Hunter Paragraphs 0052, 0122, 0131 and 0132. 

17. With respect to Claim 18: See Hunter, Paragraphs 0054-0056. 

1 8 . With respect to Claim 1 9 : See Hunter, Paragraph 0078 . 

19. With respect to Claim 20: See Hunter, Paragraphs 0052, 0053 and 0 1 3 1 

20. With respect to Claim 2 1 : See Hunter, Paragraphs 0024 and 0052. 
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Conclusion 

2 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Carroll (4,023,146) discloses the use of evacuation plans for high rise buildings, 
Meyers et al. (6,754,674) discloses the use of an incident crisis response plan, Orr et al. 
(5,815,417) discloses the use of data collection for emergency incidents, Davis et al. (6,348,860) 
discloses the use of emergency evacuation reporting and Yamazaki et al. (US 2006/0128356) 
discloses the use of handheld wireless devices used in emergency situations. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMISUE A. PLUCINSKI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
681 1. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (5:30 - 4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,729 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3629 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jamisue A. Plucinski/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



